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energy to spare, he can study literature and the arts.” In the above mentioned quote,
the development of one’s proper relationship with one’s parents and others around him
or her is fundamental in life. Confucius again sqid: “When your father is alive,
observe his will. When your father is dead observe his former actions. If, for three
years you do not change from the ways of your father, you can be called a real son”.
In terms of the development of the character of the human being, the most
Jundamental practice is that of filial piety, the English translation of the Chinese hsiao
which means love, respect and take care of one’s parents. Confucius believed that if
people cultivated this innate tendency well, all other natural forms of human goodness
would be positively affected by it. Filial piety has been a stronghold in the Eastern
culture, and from history books and literature, it has played an important part in many
aspects of society from armed forces relationships with officers to the father/ son
relationship. The Bushido and the Code of the Hwarang dictate that filial piety was a
important part of the structure and beliefs of soldiers and protectors of Ppeople with
various benefactors. These roots are directly related to the study of martial arts, since
both of these groups trained extensively in all the aspects both Physically and mentally.

The structure of rank and position in the military .;'etting are closely related to
the structure of martial arts. The expectation of courtesy, integrity, perserverence, self
control and indomitable spirit, as well as being filial to senior belts and persons that
are in positions of respect are of utmost importance in the teaching of the martial arts.
In the martial arts, the instructor becomes the teacher at many times when the parent

can’t be the teacher. This relationship is fostered and developed over man 1y years and
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is often stronger than the one between parent and child. As the Samuri would be loyal
to his king, a student shall be loyal to his instructor. The elements of the relationships
between the Student/Instructor and Instructor/ﬁ'mdent are outlined to develop a
relationship based on trust and honor between two people. These relationships are a

JSundamental part of the development of “The Way”.
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